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2016 was another big year for the Council. During the Summer of 2015, we expanded our
boundaries so we could offer greater support for landowners and land managers in the Lower
South Fork watershed. The Council has pursued eight new projects in the lower watershed since
expanding and has hired a second full-time staff person to help develop and manage programs.
Project work on public and private lands remains strong in the upper watershed, as well.
We are currently managing fourteen open grants throughout the watershed that total over
$730,000 and are looking forward to new opportunities in 2017. To learn more about our Council
and the work we do for the South Fork watershed visit southforkjohnday.com or give us a call.

Ongoing Priorities

Updates & New Projects
Our rapid riparian revegetation project
will improve water retention and restore
natural riverside shrubbery along the
upper South Fork river. The Council and
project partners will install Beaver Dam
Analogues to raise the water table and
plant over 33,000 shrubs along the 4mile stretch of river. This project will
produce more resilient water resources
for agriculture, wildlife, and recreation.

Noxious Weed Programs for Private Lands:
•

Beaver Dam Analogue

Post-fire weed treatment and reseeding
has proven tremendously successful at
restoring healthy grasses in the lower
south fork watershed. Hillsides that would
otherwise be matted with invasive grasses
are thick with grasses and forbs that are
great for wildlife and livestock.
Murderers Creek 2016

Farm to School Academy connects 5th
and 6th graders with local agriculture.
From small farms to large cattle ranches,
students are learning where their food
comes from and why it is important for
local communities. Upcoming programs
are April 21st & May 12th.

Snorkeling to look for fish

For 2017, the Council is partnering with Crooked River
Weed Management Area (CRWMA) and Grant County
Weed Control to help interested landowners manage
scotch thistle and musk thistle in the upper South Fork
Crooked River and upper South Fork John Day watersheds.
The Council and CRWMA will inventory thistle infestations
on participating lands and help landowners purchase and
apply herbicide to thistle sites. Inventory and treatment
activities have begun and sing ups will be taken until July
10th. This is a voluntary program, so contact the Council if
you are in the upper South Fork watershed and would like
to sign up or receive more information.
• In 2016, the Council received a grant from the Oregon
State Weed Board to treat robust whitetop and knapweed
infestations that are invading rangelands in the upper
watershed. Our partners at Grant County Weed Control
are applying herbicide and have sprayed over 270 acres.
Phase II of the project will further reduce this year’s weed
growth when it is applied to participating lands this spring.

Water Developments for Better Land Management:
•

Students at Jones Ranch

Juvenile Chinook Salmon research by
the Council and OSU graduate
student Michael Scheu is exploring
where juvenile Chinook migrate in
order to survive the region’s hot, dry
summer months. We’d like to thank
all landowners who have allowed
access to your waterways and who
continue to support our research!

Since 2012, the Council has received funding for 11
water development projects that help sustain healthy
mule deer, elk, and cattle populations while protecting
fragile landscape features such as streambanks and
springs. In 2016, alone, the Council completed four
projects that installed thirteen water troughs on private
lands and public allotments. Upland water developments
are particularly important to our Council because they
help distribute wildlife and livestock more evenly across
the arid South Fork river landscape and ensure water
availability throughout the year.
Contact our Executive Director for more information:
Amy Stiner
astiner@outlook.com
541-792-0435
southforkjohnday.com

